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INSTRUCTIONS  TO  DIPLOI.i;>TIC  OFFICERS  OF 
TKi:  UNITil)  STATES, 

MARCH  8,  1927 


CHiiPTER  I 

The  Diplocaetlc  Brench  of  the  Foreign  Service  end  the 
Deportnent  of  Steto 

I-l,  Definitions . — Throughout  these  instructions  the  term 
"diplomatic  officer"  shell  be  doomod  to  include  ambessodors, 
ministers  (whether  plenipotontiery  or  resident),  diplomatic 
agents,  charges  d'affaires,  charges  d’ affairs  ud  interim, 
counselors  of  embassy  or  legation,  and  secrutaries  of  embassy 
or  legation. 

« 

The  term  "diplomatic  representative''  shall  be  deemed  to 
denote  chiefs  of  mission  only. 


1-2.  /(5pth  of  office  .7^ 


1—3,  Functions  of  diplomatic  officers. — Diplomatic  offi¬ 
cers  have,  v/ithin  the  countries  to  which  they  are  accredited, 
four  major  functions  to  perform: 

(a) '  To  establish  and  maintain  friendly  relations  be¬ 
tween  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States  end  the 
Govornnent  and  people  of  that  country. 

(b)  To  keep  the  American  Government  promptly  and  ac¬ 
curately  informed  regarding  political  and  economic  develop¬ 
ments  abroad  affecting  its  interests. 

(c)  To  extend  protection  to  American  citizens  and  to 
promote  just  American  interests  in  every  proper  manner. 

(d)  To  interpret  faithfully  the  viewpoint  of  the 
American  Government  in  any  (iuestions  at  issue. 

I-A.  Diplomatic  and  consular  branches  of  Foreign  Ser- 
vice. — Diplomatic  officers  of  the  United  States  are  accredited 
to  foreign  governments,  whereas  consular  officers  are  accredi¬ 
ted  to  municipalities  and  districts.  Diplomatic  officers, 
therefore,  have  to  deal  v/ith  the  officers  of  the  governments 
to  which  they  are  accredited;  consular  officers,  with  the 
municipal  and  district  officers  of  the  countries  in  which 
they  ere  resident. 


2j  Bracketed  natter  descriptive  of  omitted  portions  of  this 
document,  when  printed  in  italic  or  capital  type,  reproduces 
the  respective  heeding  or  subheading  of  the  original  text .--Ed. 
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